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	Member of the European Parliament
	In office
1 July 2004 – 24 May 2014


	Constituency	East


	Minister of State


	2002–2004	Agriculture and Food


	
1992–1994	Education


	
1988–1989	Energy


	Teachta Dála
	In office
June 1977 – May 2007


	Constituency	Carlow–Kilkenny
	

	Personal details
	Born	 (1952-09-27) 27 September 1952 (age 71)
Waterford, Ireland
	Political party	Fianna Fáil
	Parent		Bob Aylward (father)



	Relatives	Bobby Aylward (brother)
	Education	St Kieran's College
	



Liam Aylward (born 27 September 1952) is an Irish former Fianna Fáil politician who served as a Minister of State from 1988 to 1989, from 1992 to 1994 and from 2004 to 2004. He served as a Member of the European Parliament (MEP) for the East constituency from 2004 to 2014. He was a Teachta Dála (TD) for the Carlow–Kilkenny constituency from 1977 to 2007.[1]

Aylward was born in Waterford in 1952, but is a native of Mullinavat, County Kilkenny. He was educated at St Kieran's College, Kilkenny. He worked as a laboratory technician before getting involved in politics. He was elected to Kilkenny County Council in 1974, and served on that authority until 1992.

Aylward was first elected to Dáil Éireann as a Fianna Fáil TD for the Carlow–Kilkenny constituency at the 1977 general election in what proved to be a landslide for Fianna Fáil.[2] He served as Minister of State at the Department of Energy (1988–1989), Minister of State at the Department of Education (1992–1994) and the Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture and Food (2002–2004). In 1998, Aylward was the subject of a complaint to Oireachtas authorities for groping a female usher in the Dáil bar, for which he apologised.[3]

In June 2004, he was elected to the European Parliament for the East constituency for Fianna Fáil, which was then part of the Union for a Europe of Nations.[citation needed] After the 2009 European Parliament election, Fianna Fáil joined the ALDE group. Aylward became a member of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development, the delegation for relations with Mercosur, and the delegation to the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly. He also became a substitute member of the Committee on Culture and Education and the delegation to the ACP–EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly.

Owing to the dual mandate legislation that forbids members of the European Parliament from seeking re-election as members of their national legislatures, he retired from national politics at the 2007 general election. He was succeeded as a Fianna Fáil TD by his brother Bobby Aylward. They are sons of Bob Aylward, who served as a Fianna Fáil Senator from 1973 to 1974.[4]

Aylward has opted not to receive a ministerial pension, but still receives annual pension payments of around €50,000 from his time as a TD.[5]

He retired from politics at the 2014 European Parliament election.[6]
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Teachtaí Dála (TDs) for the Carlow–Kilkenny constituency

	This table is transcluded from Carlow–Kilkenny (Dáil constituency). (edit | history)

	Dáil	Election	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)

	2nd	1921
		Edward Aylward
(SF)
		Gearóid O'Sullivan
(SF)
		James Lennon
(SF)
		W. T. Cosgrave
(SF)
	4 seats
1921–1923

	3rd	1922
		Patrick Gaffney
(Lab)
		Gearóid O'Sullivan
(PT-SF)
		Denis Gorey
(FP)
		W. T. Cosgrave
(PT-SF)

	4th	1923
		Edward Doyle
(Lab)
		Michael Shelly
(Rep)
		W. T. Cosgrave
(CnaG)
		Seán Gibbons
(CnaG)

	 1925 by-election
		Thomas Bolger
(CnaG)

	5th	1927 (Jun)
		Thomas Derrig
(FF)
		Richard Holohan
(FP)
		Denis Gorey
(CnaG)

	6th	1927 (Sep)
		Peter de Loughry
(CnaG)

	 1927 by-election
		Denis Gorey
(CnaG)

	7th	1932
		Francis Humphreys
(FF)
		Seán Gibbons
(FF)
		Desmond FitzGerald
(CnaG)

	8th	1933
		James Pattison
(Lab)
		Richard Holohan
(NCP)

	9th	1937
	Constituency abolished. See Kilkenny and Carlow–Kildare







	Dáil	Election	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)	Deputy
(Party)

	13th	1948
		James Pattison
(NLP)
		Thomas Walsh
(FF)
		Thomas Derrig
(FF)
		Joseph Hughes
(FG)
		Patrick Crotty
(FG)

	14th	1951
		Francis Humphreys
(FF)

	15th	1954
		James Pattison
(Lab)

	 1956 by-election
		Martin Medlar
(FF)

	16th	1957
		Francis Humphreys
(FF)
		Jim Gibbons
(FF)

	 1960 by-election
		Patrick Teehan
(FF)

	17th	1961
		Séamus Pattison
(Lab)
		Desmond Governey
(FG)

	18th	1965
		Tom Nolan
(FF)

	19th	1969
		Kieran Crotty
(FG)

	20th	1973

	21st	1977
		Liam Aylward
(FF)

	22nd	1981
		Desmond Governey
(FG)

	23rd	1982 (Feb)
		Jim Gibbons
(FF)

	24th	1982 (Nov)
		M. J. Nolan
(FF)
		Dick Dowling
(FG)

	25th	1987
		Martin Gibbons
(PDs)

	26th	1989
		Phil Hogan
(FG)
		John Browne
(FG)

	27th	1992

	28th	1997
		John McGuinness
(FF)

	29th	2002
		M. J. Nolan
(FF)

	30th	2007
		Mary White
(GP)
		Bobby Aylward
(FF)

	31st	2011
		Ann Phelan
(Lab)
		John Paul Phelan
(FG)
		Pat Deering
(FG)

	 2015 by-election
		Bobby Aylward
(FF)

	32nd	2016
		Kathleen Funchion
(SF)

	33rd	2020
		Jennifer Murnane O'Connor
(FF)
		Malcolm Noonan
(GP)
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« 1999–2004 «   MEPs for Ireland (2004–2009)   » 2009–2014 »

	Dublin	
	Proinsias De Rossa (LAB / PES)
	Mary Lou McDonald (SF / GUE/NGL)
	Gay Mitchell (FG / EPP-ED)
	Eoin Ryan (FF / UEN)




	East	
	Liam Aylward (FF / UEN)
	Avril Doyle (FG / EPP-ED)
	Mairead McGuinness (FG / EPP-ED)




	North-West	
	Marian Harkin (IND / ALDE)
	Jim Higgins (FG / EPP-ED)
	Seán Ó Neachtain (FF / UEN)




	South	
	Simon Coveney[1] (FG / EPP-ED)
	Brian Crowley (FF / UEN)
	Kathy Sinnott (IND / IND/DEM)




	
	^ Substituted by Colm Burke (FG / EPP-ED) on 19 June 2007
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« 2004–2009 «   MEPs for Ireland (2009–2014)   » 2014–2019 »

	Dublin	
	Proinsias De Rossa[1] (LAB / S&D)
	Joe Higgins[2] (SP / GUE/NGL)
	Gay Mitchell (FG / EPP)




	East	
	Liam Aylward (FF / ALDE)
	Nessa Childers (LAB / S&D)
	Mairead McGuinness (FG / EPP)




	North-West	
	Pat "the Cope" Gallagher (FF / ALDE)
	Marian Harkin (IND / ALDE)
	Jim Higgins (FG / EPP)




	South	
	Brian Crowley (FF / ALDE)
	Alan Kelly[3] (LAB / S&D)
	Seán Kelly (FG / EPP)




	
	^ Substituted by Emer Costello (LAB / S&D) on 15 February 2012

	^ Substituted by Paul Murphy (SP / GUE/NGL) on 1 April 2011

	^ Substituted by Phil Prendergast (LAB / S&D) on 21 April 2011
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